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n the December 22, 2020 issue of the Scientific American, Andrea Thompson wrote Ÿthe last year has been 

a standout year for all the wrong reasons, including its devastating natural disasters. Wildfires have ravaged 

the western U.S. and many other parts of the world, and tropical cyclones have popped up left and right, 

with several causing significant damage to coastal areasŹ.  In addition to the loss of life, as per NOAA, the cost of 

these losses exceeds the $1 billion threshold in just the US. 

Though they are called natural disasters, the toll they take comes in part from human actions. The buildup of 

communities in vulnerable areas, such as along the coasts and fire-prone areas, means more people are in harmŷs 

way. Climate change, fueled by greenhouse gas emissions from energy use and industrial processes, has also 

upped the ante. Hotter weather dries out the grasses and forest debris that can ignite, fueling bigger and longer-

lasting wildfires. And rising seas and heavier downpours mean higher flood risks during storms.  The terrible 

experience the human kind has gathered from the Covid-19 pandemic can make us smart enough to reduce, if 

not completely eradicate, the impending loss due to future climate changes.  

The devastating losses caused by severe weather can be significantly reduced by more accurate and timely weather 

forecasts and Early Warning Systems in all nations, including developing and least developed countries.  This is 

why IFMS has made Ÿcontributing to capacity buildingŹ as one of its major objectives.  We believe that National 

Meteorological Societies (NMSocs) can play an important role in achieving this objective.  Therefore, we would like to 

see every country have an NMSoc, no matter what its size is. The activities to be carried out by each society can 

be tailored to fit the size of the professional community it needs to serve.  Whereas one time it may have been 

difficult to justify an NMSoc in a very small country, today, thanks to organizations like the Regional 

Meteorological Societies (RMSs), e.g., European Meteorological Society (EMS) and IFMS, even Andorra 

(population 77,265, NMSoc created in 2006 and has 15 members) and Iceland (population 341,243, NMSoc 

created in the 1950s and has 25 members) have an NMSoc.  This has become even more possible due to the 

guidance being provided by IFMS to start an NMSoc and additional opportunities for collaboration and learning 

provided by IFMS and RMSs through Conferences, Journals, Newsletters, Webinars and Education & Training 

(E&T) Programs, etc.   

WMO has a membership of 187 States and 6 Territories .  However, there are only approximately 70 NMSocs 

which means that there is a large scope in creating new societies.  In addition, two RMSs, EMS and FLISMET, 

currently exist.  A third RMS, the African Meteorological Society, has been created and is being registered in 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia where WMOŷs Region 1 Office is located.  In cooperation with the existing Societies in 

Asia and ASEAN countries, we would like to create an Asian Meteorological Society.  Similarly, we also would 

like to create a Regional Meteorological Society in the South Pacific Region.  

On their own, the professionals in a given country can achieve only so much, but as a part of their NMSoc, they 

can achieve a lot more.  In addition, by their NMSoc becoming a part of an RMS, they can work on a continental 

level and finally extend their horizon to the whole world through membership of IFMS. 

We have started a strong campaign to create NMSocs in those countries where they do not exist today and we are 

offering assistance to strengthen the NMSocs in those ones where they do exist.  We conducted a Webinar on 
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April 5, 2021 on ŸWhy and How to Create an NMSocŹ and we plan to repeat it in the October-November, 2021 

time frame either in English or French. 

In addition, we also offer our members a great opportunity to work with our associate members, such as 

American Geophysical Union (AGU), International Society of Biometeorology (ISB), International Association 

of Broadcast Meteorology (IABM ), International Association of Urban Climate (IAUC ), International 

Association of Meteorology and Atmospheric Sciences (IAMAS ) and Association of Certified Meteorologists 

(ACM ).  Our synergy with these Societies is obvious and, in our Newsletters, we will be including some articles 

from these Societies related to what they do and how we can cooperate.  In this edition, we have articles by AGU 

and ISB. 

Finally, we would like all readers to contribute meaningful articles for which we have included some instructions 

in this Newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

IFMSŷ role in creating collaboration between National (and Regional) 

Meteorological societies and be a unifying force for making progress in 

a coordinated manner is quite obvious.  

 In order to meet that goal, we would like to consult our member 

societies about the future activities of IFMS.  IFMS is planning to have a 

Global Meeting of its members and any observers from non -member 

societies in the second half of November.  More specific dates will be announced before mid -October, 2021.  

This meeting will be conducted like a conference and there will be many sessions spread over a weekŷs 

period at different times of the day to be convenient for all members around the world.  The Conference 

will be recorded so that those for whom a given session is at an odd time, they can watch it later.  

One session will allow all member soci eties make a presentation on their society in approximately 5 

minutes each.  We will also have a session on Education and Training.  In another session we will make a 

presentation on the planned activities of IFMS and have an open discussion on what the me mber societies 

think IFMSŷ role should be.  Please show your intention of making a presentation and send us the abstract.  

We are also planning to have a session on some important topic such as the role of Early Warning Systems 

in the era of Global Warming  and Climate Change. 
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lobal Warming and increasing incidence and impact of severe weather are increasing the need 

for improved weather forecasts and warnings.  Advances in the science used to make these 

forecasts and warnings are strengthening the potential for services provided to societies 

worldwide by the global weather enterprise.  The critical foundation for these services is data 

(observations, forecasts and warnings) and their exchange, and there continues a critical need to 

increase the collection and exchange of these data. 

At the 18th WMO Congress in 2019, and the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) committed 

to addressing this need, by improving the policies for international exchange of earth system data.  A 

first step at the Congress was passage of the Geneva Convention which included a commitment to 

strengthening the engagement and collaboration among the Public, Private and Academic Sectors.  

Afterward, a thorough review of the WMO policies governing the exchange of weather, water and 

climate data was initiated.  This effort has produced a draft WMO policy designed to unify the policies 

and procedures associated with the exchange of all earth system data.  this draft policy has been 

distributed and it will be considered at the WMO Extraordinary Congress planned for this October. 

This article presents a brief overview of current data exchange policies and the draft proposal to unify 

them into a single data exchange policy that will be considered at the WMO Congress.  It recommends 

IFMS members become familiar with and support WMO action to implement a data exchange policy 

which will strengthen services and benefit societies worldwide. 

Unifying international data exchange  

Currently, three WMO resolutions govern data exchange: 

¶ Resolution 40 (Cg-XII) Ɓ Exchange of Meteorological and Related Data and Products, 

¶ Resolution 25 (Cg-XIII)  Ɓ Exchange of Hydrological Data and Products,  

¶ Resolution 60 (Cg-17) Ɓ Exchange of Climate Data and Products. 

Developed at different times to address specific needs for the collection and exchange of earth system 

data, it is not surprising that there are differences among them and, in some cases a lack of clarity and 

consistency in how they are used.  The review directed by the WMO Congress was designed to address 

these weaknesses and provide a forward-looking policy which leverages technology and innovation 

and better meets the weather enterprise needs for earth system information.  After two years of effort 

G 

 

Dr. Jack Hayes ƀ Councilor ƀ IFMS Region IV 

This article draws extensively from Cg-Ext (2021)/Doc 4.1 ƀ Draft 1 

 

https://library.wmo.int/doc_num.php?explnum_id=6019#page=128
https://library.wmo.int/doc_num.php?explnum_id=3138#page=557
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that entrained experts worldwide from all three sectors, a draft policy entitled ŸWMO Unified Policy 

for the International Exchange of Earth System DataŹ, has been developed. 

The draft policy on the international exchange of Earth system data: 

As a fundamental principle of WMO and in consonance with the expanding requirements for its 

scientific and technical expertise, WMO commits itself to broadening and enhancing the free and 

unrestricted international exchange of Earth system data. 

WMO will maintain a two -tiered approach to the international provision and exchange of Earth system data via 

the following practice:  

(1) Provision on a free and unrestricted basis of the core data that are necessary for services in support of 

the protection of life and property and for the well-being of all nations, which are required to monitor 

and predict seamlessly and accurately weather, climate, water and related environmental conditions. 

(2) Provision of the recommended data that are required to support Earth system monitoring and prediction 

activities at the global, regional and national levels and to further assist other Members with the provision 

of weather, climate, water and related environmental services in their States and Territories.  

Members should provide without charge access to all recommended data exchanged under the auspices of WMO 

to public research and education communities, for their non-commercial activities. All users of Earth system data 

are encouraged to honor reasonable requests for attribution of input data wherever possible. 

Free and unrestricted means available for use, re-use and sharing without charge and with no 

conditions on use. Without charge , in the context of this resolution, means at no more than the cost 

of reproduction and delivery, without charge for the data and products themselves. In the context of 

this resolution, conditions on use  may be applied only to recommended data; such conditions may 

be applied using licenses. Note that attribution  is not considered a condition on data use and is 

strongly encouraged in all cases. 

Guiding principles for data exchange  between public and private sectors are also included of core 

and recommended data. For core data, the draft policy reinstates the obligation of Ŷfree and 

unrestrictedŷ international exchange of core data and provides a detailed description of core data. 

Furthermore, the new definition of Ŷfree and unrestrictedŷ makes it clear that these data shall be freely 

available, with no conditions on use. For the exchange of core data, the draft policy includes direction 

that: users from all sectors Ɓ public, private and academic Ɓ be granted free and unrestricted access, 

without charge and with no conditions on use; and core data sets purchased from the private sector are 

appropriately licensed for free and unrestricted international exchange.  For provision and exchange 

of recommended data, the draft policy encourages Members to exchange them freely internationally 

with no restrictions, though such data sets may have conditions on their use.   
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Recommended IFMS actions in support of WMO and its policies  

IFMS can and should participate in the ongoing development of this new WMO Data Exchange policy.  

Members are strongly encouraged to review and become familiar with the draft WMO policy, to 

provide comments to their countryŷs Permanent Representative with WMO and to work with NMHSs 

to facilitate a dialogue among the public, academic and private sectors active in their countries as 

advocated in the Geneva Declaration.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education and Training (E&T) are very important components for capacity building; especially so in 

Developing Countries (DC) and Least Developed Countries (LDC).  We have formed a team of some 

outstanding experts in the field of meteorology. Our objective is to ensure that our work helps as many 

of our member societies and through them as many of their members as possible to learn from identified 

websites and courses available on them.  We believe that if IFMS can make a central repository of 

Training Material available from various sources, that will be a very useful contribution to Capacity 

Building effort of WMO and the World Bank (WB).  In addition, if after doing a Gap Analysis between 

what is available and what is required, we determine that some courses should be developed and we 

see some interested societies and their members prepared to develop any of those courses, we will be 

pleased to coordinate that development effort and involve members of other interested societies. 

Our stress on E&T is illustrated by the fact that out of the eight Webinars we have conducted till now, 

three were on E&T.  We also plan to have a session on E&T in our forthcoming IFMS Global Meeting 

#07 (IGM-07). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since by preparing training courses for the Teacher and Students we can get a multiplying effect, we 

are paying special attention to this area right now.  We also believe that some societies already have 

such programs and others are planning to start them.  We are planning to coordinate these efforts 

through our E&T Committee. 

Please let us know your views about what direction our E&T Program should take to be most 

valuable to your society.  Please also let us know if you are working on developing any training 

programs for your country.  We might be able to find a partner to assist in developing that 

program. 

We are also looking for additional members for this E&T Committee.  Please offer your 
volunteer services. 
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he latest analysis of the UK climate, State of the UK Climate 2020 published in The Royal 

Meteorological Societyŷs ŶInternational Journal of Climatologyŷ, has shown that climate 

change is already being felt across the UK. All of the top-ten warmest years for the UK in 

records back to 1884 have occurred since 2002, and, for central England, the 21st century     so far has 

been warmer than the previous three centuries. The last 30-year period (1991-2020) has been 0.9°C 

warmer than the preceding 30 years (1961-1990). The warming trend is evident across all months 

and all countries in the UK. The greatest warming compared to 1961-1990 has been across the east 

Midlands and East Anglia where average annual temperatures have increased by more than 1°C, 

with  the least warming around western coastal fringes and parts of Northern Ireland and Scotland. 

As well as increased temperatures, the UK has been on average 6% wetter over the last 30 years 

(1991-2020) than the preceding 30 years (1961-1990). Six of the ten wettest years for the UK in a 

series from 1862 have occurred since 1998. 

2020 was the first year that the annual values for rainfall, temperature and sunshine were all 

in the top ten in the same year. 2020 was third warmest, fifth wettest and eighth sunniest on record 

for the UK. Lead author and Senior Climate Scientist at the Met Office, Mike Kendon, said: Ÿ2020 

was another notable year for the UK climate, with records broken for daily rainfall and monthly 

sunshine hours. Average temperatures for the UK continue to climb, with nearly a degree of 

warming when comparing the most recent 30 years with the preceding 30-year period. Last year 

saw some significant weather extremes including severe flooding from heavy rainfall in February 

and a major heatwave in early August.Ź 

Storms Ciara and Dennis, hitting  the UK only one week apart, were part of the UKŷs wettest 

February on record, and brought devastating flooding affecting many homes and businesses. Most 

of the UK received more than twice the February long-term average rainfall, with 300% quite 

widely in the north and west, and over 400% in parts of the Pennines. 

The UK has had its wettest February in 2020, December in 2015, April and June in 2012 and 

November in 2009 ƀ five out of 12 months ƀ in little  over a decade. 

It was a dry and exceptionally sunny spring in 2020, especially across the southern half of the 

UK with over 150% of normal sunshine across England and Wales. The UK recorded 626 hours, 

144% of the 1981-2010 long-term average. This was the UKŷs sunniest spring on record by a very 

wide margin, and remarkably also sunnier than all but three summers in UK sunshine series from 

1919. May 2020 was Englandŷs driest calendar month since August 1995, with  the dry weather 

making conditions difficult  for farmers and growers. 

Other notable weather extremes from 2020 include 8 further named storms (in addition to  

Ciara and Dennis), the UKŷs third  warmest day on record with  37.8°C recorded at Heathrow on 

31 July, the southern England heatwave in August, extreme rain fall in Norfolk on 16th August 

and exceptionally heavy widespread rainfall on 3 October making this the UKŷs wettest day on 

T 

 

The UKŷs climate has continued to warm, with  2020 the first year 

to have temperature, rain and sunshine rankings all in the top 10. 

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frmets.onlinelibrary.wiley.com%2Fdoi%2F10.1002%2Fjoc.7285&data=04%7C01%7Cmelissa.gerbaldi%40rmets.org%7Cfd44bee875764168c62a08d9503e24f1%7C53399f52835347a4af2f041021685dde%7C0%7C0%7C637629050104380337%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=WRrK%2FUmWG94UqvdQ1mwsthf4qzClnG284nsVxd6TMEs%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.metoffice.gov.uk%2Fweather%2Fwarnings-and-advice%2Fuk-storm-centre%2Fstorm-ciara&data=04%7C01%7Cmelissa.gerbaldi%40rmets.org%7Cfd44bee875764168c62a08d9503e24f1%7C53399f52835347a4af2f041021685dde%7C0%7C0%7C637629050104390290%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=gCO%2FE41BtHZRsWH9QLEuW7RlVlcXzIJ%2B7NVtfnpSV%2F4%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.metoffice.gov.uk%2Fweather%2Fwarnings-and-advice%2Fuk-storm-centre%2Fstorm-dennis&data=04%7C01%7Cmelissa.gerbaldi%40rmets.org%7Cfd44bee875764168c62a08d9503e24f1%7C53399f52835347a4af2f041021685dde%7C0%7C0%7C637629050104390290%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=o8FuEr23qESXH9a7iRuYPP4SztrKGW3krHiVvzLARwM%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.metoffice.gov.uk%2Fweather%2Fwarnings-and-advice%2Fuk-storm-centre%2Findex&data=04%7C01%7Cmelissa.gerbaldi%40rmets.org%7Cfd44bee875764168c62a08d9503e24f1%7C53399f52835347a4af2f041021685dde%7C0%7C0%7C637629050104400242%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=pfWwBzDDQpL8t%2BMb4SZTAGRKRDXUwBKO0cJ%2BD6W2DGs%3D&reserved=0
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record. 

Prof Liz Bentley, Chief Executive of the Royal Meteorological Society, said: ŸWe recognise 

the importance of this annual report, published in our International Journal of Climatology, for 

climate monitoring  and collating observations in the UK. This rich legacy of observational data in 

the UK, stretching as far back as the 17th century, is extremely valuable for ongoing work in climate 

science, highlighting our changing climate in the UK and our understanding of climate trends, 

variations and extremes. ŸPublishing this data and updates to the trends in an international, peer 

reviewed journal offers scrutiny and validation of the work, ensures there is a permanent record of 

the report and increases the reach of this important work that can be cited in other scientific studies. 

The report can help to update government, businesses, scientists and the public about changes in 

our climate and the impacts. Iŷd like to take this opportunity  to congratulate and thank the authors 

who compiled this report.Ź 

The average sea-surface temperature in 2020 for near-coast waters around the UK was 11.9°C, 

0.5°C above the 1981-2010 long-term average. This was the eighth-warmest year for UK near-coast 

sea-surface temperatures in records dating back to 1870. In the most recent decade (2011-2020) sea-

surface temperatures have been 0.7°C warmer than the 1961ƀ1990 average, and nine of the ten 

warmest years in near-coast sea-surface temperatures have occurred since 2002. Sea level rise has 

accelerated in the UK over recent years. The rate of sea level rise has been 1.5mm/yr from the start 

of the 20th century, however, for the period 1993-2019 it has increased to over 3mm/yr. 

Professor Ed Hill,  Director the UKŷs National Oceanography Centre, the organisation which 

manages the global database of average sea levels from tide gauges around the world, commented: 

ŸBased on five longrunning stations dating back to the beginning of the 20th century, UK sea level 

has risen by nearly 2 cm per decade over the 60 years to 2018 and an immediate consequence will 

be higher extreme sea levels during high tides and storms which cause flooding. Itŷs encouraging to 

see that investments are being made to prioritise upgrading five sea level index sites. This will enable 

the UK to contribute to accurate scientific measurements tracking global sea levels and variability.Ź 

These climate variables all have an impact on UK wildlife, with 2020 seeing notably early first leaf 

dates and also earlier bare tree dates across the UK of four common shrub/tree species: Elder, 

Hawthorn, Silver Birch and Pedunculate Oak. Elder first leaf was the earliest in its series (15.9 days 

earlier than the 1999-2019 baseline), occurring in late February. Oak first leaf was also the earliest 

in its series (8.9 days earlier than the baseline). The early first leaf dates were associated with 

generally mild conditions through January and February and some notable warmth and sunshine 

in April.  

Professor Tim Sparks, Natureŷs Calendar founder and contributing  author from the Woodland 

Trust, said: ŸNature's Calendar has now coordinated data collection for over 20 years, and can 

combine that with records going back to the 18th century. These clearly show how responsive 

nature has been to a changing climate and are a clear indicator of future change to our natural 

environment."  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rmets.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmelissa.gerbaldi%40rmets.org%7Cfd44bee875764168c62a08d9503e24f1%7C53399f52835347a4af2f041021685dde%7C0%7C0%7C637629050104400242%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=UpclzSHauoSzyjHWlK0VGr0YiJXteiW6J902fZx4KA8%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnoc.ac.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmelissa.gerbaldi%40rmets.org%7Cfd44bee875764168c62a08d9503e24f1%7C53399f52835347a4af2f041021685dde%7C0%7C0%7C637629050104400242%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=5eucmVwUzuwAetx8BRRUAtw6MciaQs6KeAMwrSKJgdI%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.woodlandtrust.org.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmelissa.gerbaldi%40rmets.org%7Cfd44bee875764168c62a08d9503e24f1%7C53399f52835347a4af2f041021685dde%7C0%7C0%7C637629050104410197%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=xth9Krpnm3Sk9xtTmA6rclUpVml4VDOQfYGzbM3b2AY%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.woodlandtrust.org.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmelissa.gerbaldi%40rmets.org%7Cfd44bee875764168c62a08d9503e24f1%7C53399f52835347a4af2f041021685dde%7C0%7C0%7C637629050104410197%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=xth9Krpnm3Sk9xtTmA6rclUpVml4VDOQfYGzbM3b2AY%3D&reserved=0
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UK 2020 climate extremes 

Table 1: UK 2000 Climate Extremes:. 

Extreme Observation  Date Station  

Highest daily maximum 

temperature (09-09 

GMT) 

37.8°C 31 July Heathrow, Greater London 

Lowest daily minimum  

temperature 

(09-09 GMT) 

-10.2°C 

13 February 

 
30 December 

Braemar, Aberdeenshire & 

Dalwhinnie, Inverness-shire 

Lowest daily maximum 

temperature (09-09 

GMT) 

-1.9°C 30 December Carlisle, Cumbria 

Highest daily minimum  

temperature 

(09-09 GMT) 

22.3°C 8 August Langdon Bay, Kent 

Lowest grass minimum  

temperature 

(09-09 GMT) 

-12.7°C 31 December Aboyne, Aberdeenshire 

Highest daily rainfall  

(09-09 GMT) 
239.9mm 16 August East Wretham, Norfolk  

Greatest snow depth 

(09 GMT) 
23cm 24 February Copley, County Durham 

Highest daily 

sunshine 
16.8hr 16 June Fair Isle, Shetland 

Highest gust speed 92Kt 106mph 27 December 
Needles Old Battery, Isle of 

Wight  

Highest gust speed 

(mountain) 
115Kt 132mph 3 February 

Cairngorm Summit, 

Inverness-shire 
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n order to safeguard the society at large and fight the perilous effects of Global Warming and 

Climate Change (GW&CC ), it is important to build capacity in each country.  With limited 

resources available to the National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHS ), there 

is a need for a volunteer-based organization in each country which can assist NHMS in creating 

capacity.  Given a feeling of accomplishment and assistance to the society at large, very capable 

current and retired professionals can assist in capacity building at an optimum cost. 

In addition, it is important to create and promote Public Sector and Private Sector Partnership 

(PPP) and also Public, Private and Academic (PPA) collaboration to achieve greater success. 

National Meteorological Societies (NMSoc) are ideally suited to achieve both above objectives 

because they have membership from all three sectors - PPA.  Detailed benefits of having an 

NMSocs can be found on the IFMS Website.  

IFMS believes that because of all the benefits of an NMSoc, every country ƀ no matter how big or 

how small ƀ can have such a 

Society.  Whereas one time you 

were on your own, today, the 

activities of IFMS and Regional 

Meteorological Societies 

(RMSs) like EMS, FLISMET & 

AfMS as well as the modern 

means of communication and being able to conduct meetings and conferences without having to                                                                                                

       travel and spend a lot of time and money, makes it feasible to have an NMSoc even for a small 

country (see the adjoining 

picture). Finally, only NMSocs can 

become members of IFMS and 

RMSs.  There-fore, if your country 

does not have an NMSOc, you are 

missing a great opportunity of 

Capacity Building. 

In conclusion, having an NMSoc is 

a very useful addition to the 

capacity and knowledge building 

I 

 


